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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's arguments received on 9/18/2007, along with the Declaration under 37 
C.F.R. 1.131 (C) are acknowledged. Claims 24-27, 29, 31-34 are presented for 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 24-27, 29, 31-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Woolston (6,085,176). 

Woolston discloses a computer readable storage medium storing instructions 
that when executed cause a processor to perform a method comprising (See, e.g., col. 

3. lines 9-1 5): 

receiving possession specifiers, each specifying a possessed merchandise that 

one of a plurality of customers possesses, transmitted from the customers via a network 

(via for example posting terminal where user enters descriptions such as the name of 

the item, and a brief description of the item - See, e.g., col. 15, lines 53-67): 

maintaining first records, each concerning the possessed merchandise that at 

■ 

least one of the customers possesses, based on the possession specifiers (via creating 
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database of used goods or collectibles hereinafter "goods" and via creating past 
transaction that specifies and/or identities the owner of a particular good to a 
consignment node that may be networked via TCP/IP and the internet or a private or 
public network or service providers network - See, e.g., fig. 5; col. 16, lines 3-5): 

determining, when receiving a purchase order for an identified merchandise 
transmitted from the customer via the network, whether the identified merchandise is in 
possession of the customer based on the record concerning the possessed 
merchandise, and transmitting a result of said determining to the customer when 
determining that the customer possesses the merchandise stated in the purchase order 
(See, e.g., col. 18, lines 30-47). 

storing records in a database for a plurality of users, each related to a 
merchandise possessed by an owner, based on information about the merchandise 
received via a network and indicating whether the owner wants to retain the 
merchandise (See, e.g. col. 3, lines 51-67, col. 4, lines 1-1)] 

responding to a request from an ordering user for a requested merchandise with 
a report on an amount of the requested merchandise possessed by the user when the 
records stored in the database indicate that the ordering user possesses the requested 
merchandise (See, e.g. col. 3, lines 27-32); 

receiving unwanted merchandise specifiers (See, e.g. col. 4, lines 12-14 - Bar 
Code label)] each specifying an unwanted merchandise any of the customers does not 
want anymore, transmitted from any of the customers via the network (See, e.g. col. 3, 
lines 51-67; col. 4, lines 1-3)\ 



it 

4 

i 

Application/Control Number: 09/960,300 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3627 

consolidating second records concerned with unwanted merchandises (See, e.g. 
col. 13, lines 32-40 - The market 450 will display to the participant market categories 
452, categories may be defined by the consignment node user to reflect the 
specialization of his consignment node and the specialized markets or miscellaneous 
markets for his goods); 

and presenting a result of the consolidating to potential buyers {See, e.g. col. 4, 
lines 40-44- the participant or local resident may now electronically present his Frank 
Robinson card to any consignment node, consignment node auction or consignment 
node market maker in the consignment node network). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 24-27, 29, 31-34 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Walker (US 6,988,077 B1), Williams et al. (6,058,379). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luna Champagne whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300: . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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